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Telescope manuals 
 
 As mentioned in Star Ware, one complaint that new amateurs are often 
heard making is that their new telescopes are so complicated. They are difficult to 
set up and even more difficult to use. While some companies include very good 
instruction manuals and set-up instructions with even their most basic telescopes, 
others include scant instructions at best. After all, what good is a telescope if the 
owner can't even set it up correctly? 
 Many telescope manufacturers are now posting PDF copies of their product 
manuals on their company web sites.  If you have a telescope, but not its instruction 
manual, check to see if you can find the company in the list below.  Clicking on the 
link will bring you to that company's index of product manuals, where you should 
find your telescope among those listed. 
 

Consumer Caveat:  Telescope Manuals 
Many of today's telescopes are manufactured by Synta Optical in China, and simply 
sold by other companies around the world.  Therefore, if you have an imported 
telescope, but the company you purchased it from does not offer an on-line manual, 
check those from Celestron, Orion Telescopes, and Sky-Watcher Telescopes.  All of 
these sell Synta telescopes under their own brand names. 
 
Astro-Physics: http://www.astro-physics.com/tech_support/tech_support.htm 
Borg: http://www.sciencecenter.net/hutech/techdocs.htm 
Celestron: http://www.celestron.com/c2/downloads.php 
Coronado: http://www.coronadofilters.com/instructions.html 
DGM Optics: http://tinyurl.com/yprr9j 
Edmund: http://scientificsonline.com/article.asp?ai=53 
Guan Sheng1 

• Dobsonians: http://www.zhumell.com/manuals/Dobsonian_manual.pdf 
Jim's Mobile, Inc. (JMI): http://www.jimsmobile.com/document_library.htm 

                                                 
1 Since Guan Sheng telescopes are sold under a variety of names, it is best to check your specific retailer's web site 
for information.  The link here goes to Zhumell's web site, which has an excellent color owner's manual for GS 
Dobsonians. 
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Meade Instruments: http://www.meade.com/manuals 
Novosibirsk (TAL): http://www.telescopes.ru/manuals.phtml 
Obsession: http://www.obsessiontelescopes.com/learning_center 
Orion Optics (U.K.): http://www.orionoptics.co.uk/acatalog/Downloads.html 
Orion Telescopes (U.S.): http://tinyurl.com/o5kdv 
Pentax: http://www.pentaximaging.com/customer_care/manuals_literature 
RC Optical Systems: http://www.rcopticalsystems.com/tech.html 
Sky-Watcher: http://www.skywatchertelescope.com/Support.html 
Vixen: http://www.vixenamerica.com/Products/Default.asp?Extra=Help 
William Optics: http://www.williamoptics.com/support/download_telescopes.htm 
 
Setting up a GoTo Computerized Mount 
 As mentioned throughout Star Ware, many newcomers to astronomy are 
lulled into thinking that a computer-controlled GoTo telescope mount takes the 
guesswork out of finding objects in the sky. Not true. Although their pointing 
accuracy is amazingly good, these mounts still must be set up and initialized before 
they will work properly. 
 One of the most critical steps in the initialization process is aligning the 
instrument to one, two, or three reference stars.  Of course, to do that, you need to 
know where those stars are in the sky. Some are undoubtedly familiar, but others 
probably are not. 

 
 That's where the chart above comes in. The card labels the stars that are 
commonly used to align the most popular Go-To systems. A full size, printable 
version is available here.  Print and laminate the card, and bring it whenever you 
go observing. 
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Make a Homemade Sight Tube 

Nothing can degrade the performance of 
a telescope more readily than improperly 
collimated optics. In the course of writing 
Star Ware, I have heard from many 
amateurs who, at first, thought their 
telescopes were producing poor results 
due to inferior optics. In many of these 
cases, however, what proved to be 
inferior was not the optics but rather the 
optical collimation. Chapter 7 in the book 
discusses what tools are available and 
where they may be purchased, while 
chapter 9 outlines how to use them 
properly. 
 

You will find plans for making your own Sight Tube in the Chapter 7 on-line 
extras.  Click http://www.philharrington.net/sw4/ch07.pdf to go their now. 
 
 

http://www.philharrington.net/sw4/ch07.pdf

